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At length the three Mesdemoiselles Auger, unableNjfa^ ti
stand it any longer, made their way to the house of
Madame Moreau, who with an air of pride confirmed
this intelligence. Pere Roque became quite ill when
he heard it. Louise locked herself up; it was even
rumoured that she had gone mad.
Meanwhile, Frederick was unable to hide his de-
jection. Madame Dambreuse, in order to divert his
mind, no doubt, from gloomy thoughts, redoubled
her attentions. Every afternoon they went out for a
drive in her carriage; and, on one occasion, as they
were passing along the Place de la Bourse, she took
the idea into her head to pay a visit to the public
auction-rooms for the sake of amusement.
It was the ist of December, the very day on which
the sale of Madame Arnoux's furniture was to take
place. He remembered the date, and manifested his
repugnance, declaring that this place was intolerable
on account of the crush and the noise. She only
wanted to get a peep at it. The brougham drew up*
He had no alternative but to accompany her.
In the open space could be seen washhand-stands
without basins, the wooden portions of armchairs, old
hampers, pieces of porcelain, empty bottles, mattresses;
and men in blouses or in dirty frock-coats, all grey
with dust, and mean-looking faces, some with canvas
sacks over their shoulders, were chatting in separate
groups or hailing each other in a disorderly fashion.
Frederick urged that it was inconvenient to go on
any further.
"Poohl"
And they ascended the stairs. In the first room,
at the right, gentlemen, with catalogues in their hands,
were examining pictures; in another, a collection of